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ANOTHER SMALL CONTRIBUTION TO AFRICAN 
ORNITHOLOGY. 

By ERNST IIARTERT. 

rp HE following article is based on collections made by L)r. W. J. Ansorge during 
-L his third stay in the African Continent. A list of the birds collected during 
his second stay in Africa is given by me in the Appendix to Dr. Ansorge’s book 
“ Under the African Sun,'’ to which I have sometimes to refer in the following 
pages. Occasionally birds from other collections, specially some collected by Dr. 
Felix Roth at Warri, iu the Niger Coast Protectorate, have been discussed. 

Dr. Ansorge has this time crossed Africa from east to west, taking from 
Uganda about the same route as Mr. A. B. Lloyd. Most of the localities mentioned 
are therefore to be found iu Lloyd’s book “ In Dwarf Land and Cannibal Country ” 
(London, J. Fisher Unwin, 1899). 

From Mombasa Dr. Ansorge travelled to Uganda, collecting very interesting 
birds in the sandy plain of the Athi River and at Nai robe. From Uganda proper 
he marched westwards to Toro (or Torn, as Ansorge spells it), where a good number 
of birds were procured. Toro is the country east of Mount Ruwenzori, and a 
description and a map, showing some of the places where Ansorge collected, is given 
in Lloyd’s book, p. 159. At Fort George, on Lake Albert Edward, the collector 
seems to have stayed for some time, then proceeded to “ Ivarimia in Ussougora,* 
Congo Free State,” hence northwards to Fort Mb6ni, or Beni, on the lower course 
of the Semliki, or, as it is here called, Kakibi River ; then, entering the “ Great 
African Forest,” i.e ., the enormous primeval forest, inhabited by a Pygmy race, he 
travelled iu a north-westerly direction to the Ituri River, which at its lower portion 
is called the Arnwimi, and sailing down the Aruwimi and Congo, reached the west 
coast, where he found a Belgian steamer ready to sail. He thus accomplished the 
journey in the marvellously short time of seventy-nine days from Fort George to 
London. The collections that could, be made on such a record journey are of course 
very fragmentary, but they contain some highly interesting specimens. A box with 
probably some very good birds from East Africa is unfortunately lost, and has not 
been traced. A longer stay in the Great Forest would doubtlessly have yielded many 
wonderful things. On pp. 299 — 302 Mr. Lloyd has given some notes on the 
u animal life in the forest,” but he is not a naturalist, and his description cannot be 
accurate, since “ many species of gazelles, chimpanzee and gorilla ” do not live 
there, or have not yet been identified, and we do not believe in hyaenas in the 
middle of the forest, althongh Mr. Lloyd mentions “ leopards, panthers, wild cats, 
civets, hyaenas, and reptiles.” 

Of bird-life in the Great Forest Mr. Lloyd says : “ Birds of every description 
and varied hue abound, parrots undoubtedly predominating, paraqnets, swifts, 
owls, guinea-fowl, kingfishers, fish eagles, divers, kites, hornbills in great variety ; 
pigeons, doves, honey-birds, and all kinds of night-birds, iu the daytime it is 
delightful to sit and listen to the singing of the birds, their songs being so different 
from the bird-songs of Europe ; some with deep musical sounds like the tolling of a 

* Spelt Ussogara by Dr. Ansorge, but on the maps I fiud Ussongora. This place must of course not 
be mistaken for the country of Usagara, in German East Afriea. Ansorge’s Karimia is the Karimi on the 
Isango, a continuation of the Semliki* Kakibi River, on Mr. Lloyd’s and other maps. 
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bell. The black-and-white wagtail is so tame that he will sit within a few yards 
and pour forth his beautiful notes. The tiny honey-bird darts here, there, and 
everywhere, like streaks of light, issuing forth its twit, twit, as it lights npon some 
honey-bedewed blossom. Overhead the nilgai ulv hornbill ploughs its way above the 
tree-tops, calling to its mate, and the screaming of the parrots as in great flocks 
they make their flight along the river banks, or through the tangled mass of vege- 
tation overhead, is almost deafening. By the little streams are countless numbers 
of wonderful butterflies, some as large as swifts, and all (sir !) most gorgeously 
coloured. The insect life baffles description. . . .” Exaggerated as this statement 
may perhaps be, it is of interest to bear it, since it seems to contradict the reports of 
the scarcity of bird-life in the Great Forest. 

The birds collected by Dr. Ansorge belong to three more or less faunistieally 
different countries. In the Athi Plain and at Nairobc ho collected in the southern 
parts of the North-East African desert and steppe fauna, which reaches south at 
least to Masailand (cf. Drepanoplectes jacksoni^ M iru fra africana otfn , Passer 
diffusa* yongotiensis and others); then the so-called East African fauna was touched; 
while soon afterwards, without a very sharp line of demarkation, the West African 
area was entered (cf. Corythaeala cristate /, Cohrnba unicinct.a , and many others). 

It may here be remarked that at present a general account of the birds of 
Africa is one of the greatest, if not the greatest, desideratum of ornithologists. The 
publications on African birds are so numerous, and especially in small contributions 
— often descriptions of one or two species or subspecies — and nearly all nations, as 
German, British, French, Swedish, Portuguese, Italian, American, Austrian, partake 
of the ornithological work in Africa, that it is most difficult, I think more difficult 
than in any other country, to be informed about all the literature. It is therefore 
to be hoped that the works of Professor Ueichenow and Captain Shelley will 
soon appear.* 

I am obliged to my friends Professor Beichenow, Dr. Sharpe, and Mr. Grant 
for comparing some of the specimens with the types and other examples in their 
collections, and thank them for their kindness. 

1. Phalaerocorax africanus (Gm.) 

6 ?. Ituri Diver, twenty-second day from Fort Mbeni, 20. o. 1800. 

44 Iris golden-brown. Feet black. Upper jaw dark grey with yellow edge, 
lower yellow.” 

2. Podieeps cristatus L. 

Lake Varangot, Fort Gerry, Toni, 13. 4. 1800. 

3. Nettapus auritus (Bodd.) 

9 ad. Near Uipon Falls, Somerset Nile, 10. 3. 1800. 

44 Iris dark brown. Feet greenish black. Upper bill greenish grey with a 
greenish yellow patch on each side near the base. Lower bill pinkish grey with 
orange-yellow skin between rami.” 

4. Nettion capense (Gm.) 

? ad. Lake Varangot, Torn, Uganda Protectorate, 10. 4. 1S00. 

44 Iris dark brown. Feet slate-blue ; bill slate-blue with dark central greenish 
grey streak.” 

* While this passed through the press Part 1. of Vol. II. of Shelley’s work has actually been issued. 
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5. Oedicnemus vermiculatus Cub. 

5 ad Fort George, Lake Albert Edward, Torn, 20. 4. 1899. 

0. Hoplopterus spinosus (L.) 

3 ?. Fort George, Lake Albert; Edward, 20. 4. 1809, ?, Salt lake Kikorongo, 
one day’s mareh from Lake Albert Edward, 25. 4. 1800. 

“ Iris blood- red ; bill and feet black.” 

7. Chettusia melanoptera (Cretzsekm.) 

3 ?. Nairobe, British East Africa, 28. 1. 1800, 

“ Iris lemon-yellow ; red ring of bare skin round eyes, more developed in the 
male. Feet brownish-red, lighter on the thighs. Bill black.” 

S. Chettusia inornata (Swains.) 

$ ad. Lake Kikorongo, salt lake one day’s march from Lake Albert Edward 
25. 4. 1800. 

“ Iris lemon-yellow, inwardly shaded with greenish ; bill and feet black.” 

0. Ochthodromus asiaticus (Pall.) 

? ?. Athi Plain, British East Africa, 25. 1. 1800. 

One of these shows beginning of moult on chest, the other not. 

10. Glareola pratincola (L.) 

Five males , Salt lake Kikorongo, Torn, 25. 4. 1890. 

Only one has the throat quite unspotted, and in that specimen it is rather deep 
rusty buff. It would be interesting to investigate whether the Pratincole is really, 
as it is supposed to be, merely a migrant in Africa, or if a special darker race is 
resident in the Dark Continent. 

11. Galachrysea nuchalis (Gray). 

3 ad. Enguatuara on the Itnri River, 31. 5. 1809. 

“ Iris dark brown. Feet copper red. Bill black with red base. This bird 
has the inner (not outer) webs of the secondaries white at base, its wing measures 
0 inehes ! Cf. Cat. D. Brit . Mus., v. XXIV. p. 04. Is 6r. emini a different species ? 

12. Otis melanogaster Rupp. 

3 ad. Nakabimba in Toru, Uganda Protectorate, 2. 4. 1890. “Iris brown ; 
feet yellowish grey, becoming brownish grey below the knee, dark grey on the toes, 
especially the middle one. Bill : upper jaw dark grey with yellowish grey edges, 
lower yellowish grey.” 

13. Fulica cristata Gin. 

Lake Varangot '(Toru), Uganda Protectorate, 10. 4. 1890. “Iris blood-red; 
feet slate-colour, darker on the joints and orange-red patches above the kuees. Bill 
pale grey with a bluish tinge. Bare patch on forehead greyish white, terminating 
in two dark brown-red protuberances with orange-red tips.” 
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14. Galliuula chloropus (L.) 

cJ?. in nuptial plumage. Lake Varangot in .Torn, Uganda rrotcctorate, 
13. 4. 1800. 



ir>. Limnocorax niger (Gm.) 
cJ. Lake Varangot, Torn, 13. 4. 1800. 



10. Pterocles exustus Temm. 

<J9. Cam pi-ya-Simba, British East Africa, 14. 1. lt>99. “In both sexes iris % 
dark brown : feet bluish grey ; bill greyish white.” 

Temminck described his P. exustus from West Africa and North-East Africa. 

The African Birds were therefore the “ typical ” ones, which means that they must 
be called P. exustus exustus , if subspecies are distinguished, and there is no doubt, 
in my opinion, that this can be done. 

I have not been able to compare a series of Abyssinian skins, but as several 
writers have declared that they are like those from North-Eastern Africa, and in 
view of the close relationship of the fauna of North-Eastern Africa and Senegambia, 

1 mnst take their similarity for granted at present. The North-East African birds 
(Abyssinia, Egypt) and those from Eastern Tropical Africa (Kilimanjaro, Mackakos, 
Campi-ya-Simba) do not seem to differ and are above rather dark olive-brown, while 
the greater wing-coverts are much more yellow, especially oil the tips. This is 
evidently pigment, and not at all due to staining. Bogdanow's name P. ellioti 
{Bull. Ac. Set. Petcrsb. v. XXVII., p. 107, 1881) is based on one (!) Abyssinian 
example collected nearly seventy years ago by Riippell. The differences lie mentions 
are evidently dne to the faded condition of this old veteran of a mounted specimen, 
and the white patch he describes is found in all adult males. P. ellioti is therefore, 
for the present, to be regarded as a synonym of P. exustus . 

The wing of Central African adnlt males measures abont 185 mm. 

From this form differs the bird inhabiting the deserts of Somaliland, in being 
smaller, paler and more sandy isabelline on the uppersidc, chest and breast. The 
under tail-coverts in the one male at Tring are unspotted. The female is less 
thickly spotted on the foreneck, less blackish and more reddish on the upperside. 

The wings of two adult males and two females measnre about 170 mm. This form 
might be termed 

Pterocles exustus somalicus snbsp. nov. (Type Donaldson Smith coll. Mil mil, 

30. 7. 1804.) 

A third distinct form is the Indiau bird, which is lighter above than P . exustus 
exustus j not so dark olive-brown, but not so bright yellowish isabelline as P. exustus 
so malleus. The larger wing-coverts are paler and not so yellowish. The females 
show the same differences. This form might be named 

P. exustus orientalis snbsp. nov. 

We have thus, for the present : — 

P. exustus exustus : West and N.E. Africa generally, south to the Mnsai- 
steppes, Kilimanjaro and Arusha. 

P. exustus somalicus : Somaliland. 

P. exustus orientalis : India. 
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IT. Pterocles gutturalis saturatior subsp. uov. 

(Type : Campi-ya-Simba, British E. Africa, 23. 4. 1898.) 

? ? . Atbi Plain, British East Africa, 24. 1. 1899. Iris chocolate-brown ; feet 
bluish grey; bill bluish grey.” 

Males of P. gutturalis from British East Africa, the Kilimanjaro district and 
Bogosland have the rust-coloured extremities to the greater series of wing-coverts of 
a much deeper rufous colour, while those from Transvaal, Nyassaland and the Zambesi 
have them paler and somewhat more yellowish. The back and rump in the northern 
birds is also darker brown than in those from Southern Africa. The southern form 
being first described, the northern one requires a new subspecific name : P. gutturalis 
saturatior. 

The females of the two forms are perhaps not distinguishable, unless those of 
P. gutturalis saturatior are more blackish above. 



18. Hagedashia hagedash (Lath.) 

?. Bomili on the Ituri River, Congo Free State, 30. 5. 1899. Iris blood-red : 
feet black with brick-red down the front of the toes and lower half of metatarsus ; 
bill black with reddish brown tip, basal half of eulmeu bright red.” 

I tliiuk that the colour of the iris is given wrong, probably, the blood having 
broken out into the ej^es, for the Hagedash has not red eyes. 

I am inclined to believe that there are two subspecies of Hagedash, birds from 
N.E, and Eastern Africa being smaller and paler than those from the West African 
region, which have longer bills and darker breasts. Our material, however, is not 
sufficient to settle this question. 

19. Phoyx purpurea (L.) 

?. Yanga on the Itnri River, Congo Free State, 29. 5. 1899. u Iris lemon 
yellow.” 



20. Bubulcus ibis (L.) 

? ad., twentieth day from Fort Beni in Great African Forest, 24. 5. 1899. 
u Iris lemon yellow ; bill lemon yellow.” 



21. Columba unicincta Cass. 

An adult ? of this rare pigeon was shot at Diapanda, a Suaheli settlement in 
the Great African Forest, on the sixth day’s march from Fort B£ni. u The iris 
is blood-red ; feet slate-bine ; bill slaty blue, with paler tip ; each eyelid with 
narrow erimson ring, followed by a fleshy brown area, and finally a crimson 
outer patch.” 

Columba unicincta is described from Gaboon (Agobai), and recorded also from 
Liberia by Blittikofer, who figured it in the Notes of the Leyden Museum v. VII. pi. G. 
The specimen from the Great African Forest agrees perfectly with the original 
description as well as with Btittikofer’s figure. 

Dr. Ansorge says these pigeons are very shy and difficult to approach. 
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22. Turtur semitorquatus (Riipp.)- 
Nairohe, 5. 2. 1899. 

23. Chalcopelia afra (L.). 

Dwangiri (Singo), Uganda, 2S. 3. 1800. 

24. Tympanistria tympanistria (Temm.). 

<$ ? Kikanja, Toni, 3. 4. 1800. “Iris brown : feet purple-red ; bill black with 
purple tinge ; gape purple-red.” 

These specimens are darker on the back and smaller (wing 6 115, ? lln) 
than Sonth African examples. There are probably two races. 



25. Vinago calva nudirostris (Swains.). 

Kielmchn, Torn. 5. 4. 1800. 

26. Pternistes cranchi (Leach). 

Specimens of both sexes from the Mokia River in Turn agree perfectly with 
typical 1*. mutrhi . Young birds have a good deal of white on the abdomen. 
An adult unde from Ngombe on the Congo has the rufous-brown edges to the 
feathers of the abdomen deeper rnfons, but both Professor Reich enow and 
Mr. Grant are of opinion that this is not a subspecific character. 

27. Numida reichenowi Grant. 

d ad. < •ampi-ya-Simba, British East Africa, 13. 1. lsOs. ‘‘Iris dark grey; 
feet black ; upper jaw of bill dark grey-brown, lower bluish grey ; wattles blood- 
red, and a patch of similar colour on lower bill near the base, extending round the 
nostrils and over two-thirds of the helmet ; sides of throat bright blue, with black 
mottlings over the throat and neck.” 

28. Numida ptilorhynclia Licht. 

? Nakabimba, Torn, 2. 4. 109. “Iris golden brown; feet pale chocolate, 
brown scaling in front ; upper jaw red-brown, lower yellowish brown : upper rim 
of nostrils, and a double carnncular ridge between them, orange-red ; skin of chin 
and throat pale lilac ; the bine wattles have no speck of red ; skin round eyes 
lilac-black.” 

P Mokia River, Torn, 24. 4. 1899. “Iris dark brown: feet dark brown ; 
bill reddish brown, but horn-grey towards tip ; wattles very pale blue ; two 
whitish blue spots on upper eyelid; all the blue marks are whitish blue or white ; 
throat greyish black ; neck black ; uo red spot on wattles ; bristly wart between 
nostrils reddish brown.” 

Iloluln River, tributary of Semliki River, Congo Free State, C. 5. 1899. 
“ Iris dark brown ; feet chocolate brown ; upper jaw dull red-brown near base, 
rest of bill dull greenish grey; the blue markings are a mottling of dark and 
light blue : wattles with a dark edge.” 
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All these specimens have very short bristly tufts between the nostrils, and in 
the last-mentioned ? these tufts are entirely absent, although it doubtless belongs 
to this species. Probably all these Central African birds belong to au unnamed 
subspecies. 0. Neumann has separated several races of A r . ptilorhynclm , but it 
must be said that Jesse’s Abyssinian skins in the British Museum do not bear 
out Neumann's character of the long tufts in the Abyssinian form, as they have 
the bristly bunches rather short. The markings on the outer webs of the primaries 
seem to vary considerably. 



29. Buteo augur TUipp. 

d d ad. Fort Gerry and Lake Varangot (1 h hour from Fort Gerry), Torn* 
Uganda Protectorate, 12. and 13. 4. 1&99. “Iris dark brown ; feet lemon-yellow ; 
cere lemon-yellow ; bill dark grey with bluish tinge near ba^e of mandible ; skin 
round eyes greenish yellow.” 

30. Milvus aegyptius (Gm.). 

d ad. Nairobe, British East Africa, 2. 2. 1899. “Bill lemon yellow." 



31. Falco cuvieri Smith. 

d ad. Nairobe, 31. 1. 1S99. “Iris dark brown; feet and cere lemon-yellow; 
bill dark grey, shading off into greenish grey near base.” 

32. Poeocephalus aubryanus Souauce. 

? ad. Sakarumbi, one day from Fort Mbeni, Congo Free State, 5. 5. 1899. 
“ Iris orange ; feet covered with small black scales with white edges ; upper jaw 
of bill horn-grey with black tip, lower black.” 

33. Turacus hartlaubi (Fischer k Keichen.) 

d ad. Nairobe, British East Africa, 5. 2. 1899. “ Iris dark brown ; feet blue- 

black; bill reddish brown.” 

2)4. Corythaeola cristata (Vieill.). 

?. Great African Forest, twentieth day from Fort Mbeni. 

35. Colius leucotis berlepschi Hart. 

Specimens from Fort George on Lake Albert Edward and Kitagwetoa in 'Jura 
(April), as well as from Buaia (Bnsori), Uganda (March 1899), are all referable to 
(\ l. berlepschi , as separated from C. leucotis leucotis and < . L (([Finis in Appendix 
p. 333 to Ansorge's “ Under the African Snn ” (London, 1899). 

30. Coccystes afer (Licht.). 

d ?. Karimia, Ussongora, Congo Free State, 1. 5. 1899. A uniform blue eg<r, 
cut out of the female’s body, measures 20 by 20*5 mm. 
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37. Centropus superciliosus (Ilempr. & Ehrb.). 
cJ. Karimia, Ussongora, 1. 5. ISO 9. “ Iris blood-red/’ 



Chrysococcyx cupreus (Bodd.) ? ! 

An evidently young ¥ was shot on the second day’s march from Fort Mbeni. 
u Its iris was pinkish-brown ; the feet yellowish-green ; bill black/’ It differs from 
yonng of C. cupreus in the very narrow barring of the underside, each feather having 
fonr or five distinct pale whitish buff and bronzy green bars. 1 am inclined to 
think that this bird is the yonng of an nndescribed form of Chrysococcyx nearest 
to cupreus. 

39. Indicator indicator (Gm.). 

AVemi River, Tom, 21. 4. 1899. “ Iris ochre. The song of this bird is a 

constant 1 wit-purr, wit-pnrr.’ ” 



40. Tricholaema lachrymosum Cab. 

6 ad. Kitagwetoa (Torn), G. 4. 1899. “Iris orange-gold ; feet greenish grey; 
bill black.” The spots on the sides of this male are round, not ovate as in the female 
recorded from Masongoleni in British East Africa (Ansorge’s “ Under the African 
Sun,” p. 335). 



41. Melanobucco bidentatus aequatorialis Shell. 

¥ ad. Kichnchn, Torn, 5. 4. 1899. “ Iris brown, bare ; skin aronnd the eyes 

greenish yellow.” 



42. Barbatula subsulphurea (Fras.). 



¥ . Kitima, Government station on the Itnri River, twenty-first day’s march in 
Great African Forest from Fort Beni. “Iris brown ; feet deep grey ; bill black.^ 



43. Melanobucco leucocephalus (Defih). 
6 ad. Kikanja, Torn, 3. 4. 1S99. “ Iris brown.” 



44. lynx pectoralis Vig. 
Nairobe, British East Africa, 5. 2. and 27. 1. 1899. 



45. Thripias namaquus (Licht.) (Pan snbsj).). 

A male from Ussongora, collected 17. 11. 1SS9 by Emin Pasha, has the wing 
longer than fonr South African males. The wing in the Ussongora bird is fully 
5*5 in. long. In the Cat. B. Brit. Mas. v. XVIII. p. 307, 5*2 is given as the length 
of the wing, those before me measure 5*2 to 5*3 inches. The bars on the underside 
seem also to be narrower in the Ussongora bird. 
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40. Thripias namaquus schoensis (Rupp.). 

A female shot at Nairobe, 3. 1. 1809 by Dr. Ansorge. ^ Iris blood-red ; feet 
and bill greenish grey.” 



47, Dendropicus poecilolaemus Rchw. 

?. Kinyomozi (Torn), 4. 4. 1899. “ Tris red -brown ; feet greenish-grev ; bill 

greenish slate.” 

48. Dendropicus tropicalis Rchw. 

?. Kichnchu (Torn), 5. 4. 1800. “ Iris red.” ? Ngombe, Congo, Angnst 

BohndorfF coll. 

40. Dendromus permistus Reliw. 

c? ? jnv. Sakarnmbi, one day’s march from Fort Bchii, 5. 5. 1800. “ Iris dark 

brown ; feet pale green ; bill grey with greenish blue tinge.” 

oO. Iyngipicus obsoletus ingens snbsp. nov. 

One adult male from Nairobe differs from specimens from Senegambia and 
Uambaga in l)eing considerably larger and darker brown. Not having specimens 
from N.E. Africa for comparison, [ sent the bird to Prof. Reich enow, who kindly 
writes : i( Das Exemplar ist wesentlick dnnklcr im Ton derbrannen Gcfiederfarbung, 
als Stiicke von Nordostafrika, anch grosser.” Therefore, although 1 am not 
generally inclined to describe subspecies from the evidence of single specimens, I do 
not hesitate to separate this gigantic specimen under the name of ingens. The 
measurements of the type are: wing 90mm. (3'0o inches); tail 46; metatarsus 14; 
cnlmcn 21 mm. “ The iris is red-brown, feet greenish grey ; bill slate grey.” 

51. Coracias caudatus L. 

6. Nairobe, British East Africa, 2. 2. 1899. Outer reetrices sprouting. 

52. Eurystomus afer (Lath.). 

c? ad. Tvilgnrma (Bueknlla), Uganda, 29. 3. 1899. 



53. Eurystomus gularis (Vieill.). 

? ad. Kitima, Government station on the Itnri River, twenty-first day from 
Fort B6ni in Great African Forest. 



54. Lophocerus erythrorhynchus (Tcmm.). 

6 ad. Kinani, British East Africa, 2. 5. 1898. t£ Iris light yellow.” 



55. Lophocerus melanoleucus (Licht.). 

S ad. Kibwezi, Ukamba, British East Africa, 28. 4. 189s. “ 

yellow ; feet black ; bill red.” 



Iris whitish 
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.'n». Lophocerus fasciatus (Slunv). 

Turn bnc, ( iovcrnmcnt station uti the Ituri Kiver, twenty-second clay from Fort 
lh'ni, in Great African Forest. “ Iris dark brown ; feet purplish black ; bill straw- 
yellow, with dec]) red tip, line on upper jaw and under surface of lower jaw." This 
specimen is marked but according to the C dialogue of Minis it is a ?. 

7>7. Halcyon chelicuti (Stanley). 

Kaboa (Kneknlla), Uganda and ITolnlu Kiver (tributary to the Semliki), Congo 
Free State. 

Glancing over our series of II. chelicuti , it seems to be evident that South African 
Birds (Transvaal ami Natal) are larger and lmve longer bills, while being generally 
somewhat jailor. Their wings measure *2, M, m, Mi, t>7, *7 mm. Specimens from 
Scnegambia and Somaliland are much smaller, the wings measuring only 70, 70, 70. 
>o min., and their bills are smaller. The former would be II. chel inti i da marc ns is 
Strickl., the latter //. rhelicati rhelicati (Stan 1. ) 18:U. The difficulty in separating 
these two forms is presented by the examples from Tropical Africa, West Africa to 
Fast Africa, which are intermediate, their wings measuring 77), 70, ?s, so, So, s], 
m 2, >0, < s 0, 84, 8o mm., but they have always much smaller bills. Tims it would 

seem, that all the forms from North-East Africa and Senegambia to about the 
Zambesi eaunot be separated at present, those from South Africa, however, being 
TV. chelicuti damarensi*. 

Os. Alcedo quadribrachys guentlieri Sharpe. 

Pauga, on the Arnwimi Kiver, 1. 0. 1809. “ Iris dark brown ; hill black ; 

feet coral red." This form, although easily distinguishable from true tjuadribntrhys , 
can hardly be looked upon more than a snbspceics of the latter, being only smaller 
and of a lighter green on the hack, which is more like cohalt. 

7)9. Merops persicus Pull. 

? ad. Kasesi (Torn), 22. 4. 1899. 

no. Merops apiaster Fi 

Xakahimha (Tom), 2. 4. 1809. 

ni. Melittopliagus gularis australis Kcliw. 

? ad. Kitima, Government station on the Ituri Kiver, twenty-first day from 
Fort Beni, in Great African Forest, 27>. 7 ». 1 >09. •* Iris blood-red, feet dark purple- 

black : bill black." 

This specimen agrees in every respect with another Congo skin, and both differ 
from twenty skins from Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Gold Goast in the following 
character** : — 

There are less blue leathers on the forehead. The superciliary pule cobalt-blue 
superciliary streak is ipiite indistinct, and no trace of it is continued beyond the eyes. 
The cobalt-blue longitudinal spots on tin* breast are smaller, and tin* blue on the rump 
is generally darker. 

1/. ffuluris australis is therefore a very distinct subspecies, (<T. .lour/), f On/. 
1 > s 7>, p. 22*2 : Mrtf, /;, /inf. Afus. v. XVII. p. bl.) 



92. Melittophagus cyanostictus (C;i1 

Mubende (Buekulla), Uganda, Nakabimba, (Torn) and Fort George on Lake 
Albert Edward. 

This Bee-eater lias been somewhat unfortunate witli regard to its name. Cabanis 
first described it under the name of Me raps cyanostictus , as a doubtful variety of 
u Merops erythropterus ” in 1800 in v. d. Deckcn\s Reisen in Ost-Afrika, v. 8, p. 04, 
and elevated it to specific rank as Me lift a cyanostictus in 1875, in Journ.f. Orn. v. 2k, 
p. 340. There is not the slightest doubt from the description and distribution 
(Natal, Loango, and East Africa), given by Cabanis, that li is M. cyanostictus is the 
bird which has been mixed up with M. mi n ut us = erythropterus = pusi tins by Finscli 
and Hartlaub (Vog- Ost-A/rika's, pp. 188-91), Dresser (Monogr. Merop . p. Ill) and 
others, while Sharpe (Cat. B. Brit. Mas. v, XVIJ, p. 43, I<s92), who must have 
misunderstood Cabanis’ description, renamed it M. meridional}*, applying at the same 
time the name M. cyanostictus to a bird found in Slioa, Somaliland and the coast 
districts of East Africa to Mombasa, Dar-es-Salaam, Lanin, and Melindi southwards. 
This species, which is characterized by a broad blue frontal band, connected with an 
equally broad blue superciliary stripe, has apparently no name, and I have named it 

03. Melittophagus sharpei, 

in honour of our friend Dr. Sharpe, who worked out the Mcropidac for vol. XVII. 
of the Catalogue of Birds (Type: d' ad. The Maud, Somaliland, 22. 7. W)4. 
Donaldson Smith coll.). 

With regard to the synonymy of the. Melittophagus meridioualis in the Catalog /a 
of Birds (recto : J/. cya nosticus Gab.), I may add that Mcrops a oyolcnsis (ex Frisson, 
(iurpier (P Angola) is rightly quoted with a ? as a synonym, the description being 
(piite obscure. On the other hand, Mcrops cariegatus , Fiusch and Hartlaub, Yog. 
Ost-AJ'rika's) p. 191, is not correctly quoted under this species, the description leaving 
no doubt that the authors really described the true M. rariegatus Vieillot’s, while 
they mixed M. pusi lias and cyanostictus Cab. nnder their M. mivutus. 

94. Irrisor jacksoni Sharpe. 

? ad. Xairobe (B. E. A.), 29. 1. 1899. u Jris dark brown, feet dark copper- 
red, bill hlood-red, eyelid red." 

The adult female diilers from tin* adult male only in the shorter and straigliter 
bill (6 49, ? 35 mm.), and considerably smaller feet. The greater extension of 
the green on the head is not a character of the female sex, but probably due to 
immaturity. (Gf, Cat. B. Brit. J [as. v. XVI. p. 23). 

Another specimen, adult <^, was shot on the second day in the Great African 
Forest from Fort Mbeni, on May 0th, 1899. It agrees in every detail with <J. 
Irrisor jacksoni , except that the bill is much higher at the base and 45 mm. 
long. It would be rash to establish a new subspecies without further evidence, but 
1 hardly think that this is typical I. jacksoni. 

05. Hirundo senegalensis L. 

? ad. Kabuka (Singo), Uganda, 27. 3. 1899. “ Iris dark brown.” ? ad. 

Great African Forest, fourth day from Fort Beni, 8. 5. 1899. d ad. Itnri Liver, 
twentieth day from Fort Beni, 24. 5, 1899. 
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If would lie worth wliile to measure a series of Senegambian skins and others, 
in order to find out if there are several subspecies. We have only oue bird from 
Moslii (Wagndugn) from those regions. This has a wing of loo mm,, although it 
is a ? Oar other examples measure : 

? Kabnka wing 141, ? African Forest 140, 6 Itnri River 141, 6 Unyoro 141, 
? Unyoro 145 mm. It also seems to me that the Moslii specimen is somewhat 
paler on the rtimp. 

GO. Hirundo rustica L. 

Two specimens, with the underside rather reddish, were shot at Nakabimba 
(Torn) on April ‘2nd, 1800. They were still both moultiug their primaries. 

07. Hirundo nigrita Gray. 

6 ad. and ? jnv., Bafwazabangi, on the Itnri River, 28. 5. 1800* The young 
bird is dusky brown, and lias the white patch on the throat larger than the ad nit 
bird. 



Os. Psalidoprocne liitens Cass. 
Kitiiua, on the Itnri River, 25. 5. 1S99. 



00. Melaenornis edolioides (Swains.). 
Fort George and Kikanja, in Torn. 



To. Cassinia frazeri (Strickl.j. 

6 Olinga (*Snaheli settlement in the Great African Forest, eighth day from 
Fort Beni), 12. 5. ISOu. 



71. Bradyornis murinus F. £ H. 
Karimia (Ussongora), Kiehnclm (Torn), April and May. 



72. Tarsiger stellatus orientalis Fisch. & Rcliw. 

6 Xairobe, 20. 1. Is99. (Cf. App. to Ansorge’s “ Under the African Sun/’ 
p. 22s). 

72. Platystira cyanea (P. L S. Miill.). 

Kiehnclm, Torn. 5. 4. Is99. 

74. Batis puella Rcliw. 

Nairobo, Pwangiri in Uganda, Kimbngn in Torn. 



75. Bias musicus (Vieill.). 

6 ad. (x rent African Forest, Itnri River, twentieth day from Fort Bdni, 
24. 5. 1809. “ Iris and feet lemon-yellow, bill black," 
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TO. Elminia lougicauda (Swains.). 

Diapuuda on tlie Ituri, Uganda and Unyoru. Elminia thercaita does nut bcem 
to differ at all, Neither Reieheiiow nor I can see the supposed differences. 

77. Artomyias fuliginosa J. & E. Verreanx. 

6 ? Diapauda, Snaheli settlement in the Great Forest, sixth day’s march from 
Fort I3eni, 10. 5. 1890. “Iris greyish brown.” 

78. Alseonax pumila Rcliw. 

? ad. and 6 pull., Nairobc, 5. 2. 1899. Iris dark brown, bill and feet black.” 
The pullus is above spotted (like all young tlycatchers) with rusty bull', and the 
feathers of the underside are fringed with blackish brown. 

79. Muscicapa iufulata Hartl. 

6 ad. Lake Varan got in Toni, I (>. 4. 1899. 



80. Muscicapa lugens (Haiti.). 

? juv. Yanga on the Ituri River, 29. 5. 1S99. Tips of wing-coverts rusty 
brown, edges of secondaries buff 

81 . Muscicapa toruensis sj>. uov. 

? ad. Fort Gerry, Torn, 9. 4. 1899. Differs from M. caerulescens, its nearest 
ally, in being much more and uniform grey, not so whitish on the throat and middle 
of abdomen, in having grey, not white, under wing-coverts, and a larger bill. 
Mnscict/jja nyikensis Shelley from N vassal and is much larger, whiter below, and 
has the lores and forehead white. The latter is almost a l>ioptroniU . AVing of 
. 1 /. forarnsis £>1, tail 00, eiilmen from forehead to tip 17v>, from nostrils to tip 
9\“) mm. “ Iris dark brown, feet black, bill slate-colour with black tip.’’ 

t>2. “ Dioptroruis ” fisclieri Kchw. 

Nairobe, 28. 1. 1899. “Iris aud feet chocolate-brown, bill bluish grey with 
dark grey tips/' I do not cousider that the geuus Diopfrornis deserves to be 
separated gencrically from Maacicftpa^ there being no structural differences of any 
importance. 



83. Laniarius acthiopicus major (Hartl). 

Kaboa (Bnekulla) and Mondo iu Ugauda Proper, March and April 1899. 
“ Iris reddish brown, feet slate-blue, bill black.” 



84. Laniarius erythrogaster (Cretzschui.) 

6 Dwangiri (Siugo), Uganda, 28. 3. 1899. Lake Kikorungo (salt lake near 
Lake Albert Edward), 2“». 4. 1899. “ Iris straw-yellow. 



< 



Dryoscopus angolensis llartl. (an siibsp. ?> 

One male from Diapanda in the Great Forest, sixth day from Fort Lcni, 
in. 5. IS99, differs from typical D. antjolensls in the lierlin and British Museums,* 
in having the crown not so black, but more slate-colour, the back and wiug-coverta 
darker, the roots of t lie rump-feathers white, not greyish. 1 cannot, from the single 
specimen, venture to say whether this is a new iorm or not. 



*0. Telephonus senegalus (L.). 

Fort George, Mokia Kiver, and Kitagwetoa in Toru. 



s 7. Telephonus minutus llartl. 

Lake Varaugoi and Kinyomozi in Torn. " Iris pinkish red/* 



i>>. Lanius excubitorius l>cs Mnrs. 

Kiehuebu and Untiti in Toni, April IMUk ** lri> brown, feet and bill black.* 



Lanius collaris hnmeralis Stanley. 
£ ad. Nairobi', 2b. 1. l s 9P, £ ? ? juv. Nairobe, 2b, 2 < , 
Lake Varangot. lb. 4. l*9u. 



2b. 1. ISH'-L V ad. 



/ in). Corvultur albicollis (Lath.). 

£ ad. Fort Gerry, Tom, 14. 4. 1899. “Iris dark brown.'* The feathers on 
head and neck are liver-brown, but some sprouting new leathers show that this 
colouration is merely due to the age of plumage 



'.♦1. Dicrurus afer (Liclit. sen.). 

£ V Kikanja in Tom. *• Iris blood-red.*’ The V is much smaller than the 6 . 



'.'2. Oriolus larvatus Liclit. 

£ ad. and uoiu. Kikanja (Toru), 3. 4. 1699. “ Iris blood-red.” These are 

large birds and apparently not distinguishable from South African specimens. The 
wing is about 1 l<> mm. long. O. rolled is evidently merely a smaller northern race 
of 0. larvatus, with the wing not more than about l2o — 129 mm., but two Somali- 
land skins, collected by Ur. D. Smith, have the wings 132 mm. Jong. The distribu- 
tion of the two forms, 0 . larvatus larvatus and 0 . larvatus rolled , must therefore 
be worked out in greater detail. 

1 The furnicr — ihrcc from < ’amcruons — compnrt’H for me by I'rof. Uciclienow ; i lie latter— one single 
"[(ecinjen only — by m«\ 
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Oriolus laetior Sharpe. 

6 ml. Great African Forest, thirteenth day’s march from Fort Beni, 7>. i 
“ Iris blood -red, feet bluish grey, bill pinkish red." This oriole has been mixed up 
with (K brachgrhjuchus for a long time. It differs from the latter, of which 1 know 
specimens from Sierra Leone and Liberia only, in tbe following characters : — The 
back is lighter yellowish green ; the yellow collar wider and more spread over 
the back, the lesser upper wing-coverts are golden-yellow, not olive-green as in 
0. braehyrhynchus ; the tail and wings are lighter and less tinged with olive. Sharpe 
(in Bull. B. O. Club , uo. 4s, November 1897) described this form as differing from 

n. hruchyrhjnch u s “in being smaller, and having a conspicuous yellow eolltir, the 
\ cl low also being spread over the mantle.’ The smaller size, however, attributed 
to this form, is not apparent in the specimens before me. O. braehyrhynchus has 
also a yellow collar, but it is less clear and narrower. Oriolus laetior differs from 

o. lori'atus and 0 . larratus rollrti in being smaller, having a smaller white alar 
speculum, t lie conspicuous golden yellow shoulder, and in having the outer edges of 
the secondaries and greater wing-coverts grey. The presence of an alar speculum 
(the tips of the primary coverts being white), the yellow least wing-coverts and 
grey edges on the wing, separate O. laetior also at once from 0 . uiyriyennis. 



t// ‘ , 4. Lamprocolius glaucovirens Elliot. 

6 ad. Great African Forest, seventh day's march from Fort Belli, 11. 5. 1809. 
“iris almost white with faint yellow tinge; bill and feet black.'’ The head in this 
species is not steel-blue in any Congo specimen before me, nor on lig. *4 pi. VII 
Bat. B. Brit . Mas. v. XIII. These figures are not very accurate, and do not fully 
agree with nature, nor with the descriptions (pp. 17:7, f73). L. <jla uco circus is very 
closely allied to the Senegambiau L. splendidus, and perhaps only subspceitieally 
separable. 

05. Lamprocolius chalybeus Ehr. 

6 ad. Nairobe, ‘7 s . 1. 1899. u Iris light yellow.*’ 

90. Lamprotornis purpuropterus Rupp. 

Dwangiri (Mingo) in Uganda, Karimia in Ussongoni, Congo Free M(atc. 

9L Pliolidaugcs verreauxi Borage. 

<4 ad. Msurosaro, Iganda, i 1. • *. 1899. 

98. Bupliaga erythrorhyuclia 81 an ley. 

6 ¥ Luba's (Usoga), Uganda Protectorate, 9. 1899. 

The four skins before in e agree fully with the description, except that th ejemahs 
do not differ from the males except in their smaller size, the wing being about 
0 mm. shorter. The birds described as the females by Reichenow (with a whitish 
helly and under tail-coverts) may possibly be immature. Dr. Ausorge’s birds are 
probably not sexed wrongly, such mistakes occurring very seldom in his collections, 
and their smaller size makes an error improbable. 
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00. Sitagra ocularia crocata (Itartl.) 

<t ud. Kitagwetoa in Torn, <3. t. M 00. “ Iris: inner circle greyish-white, outer 

pale yellow. Feet pale slate-blue, bill black.” 

100. Melanopteryx nigerrima (Vieill.) 

Bafwazabangi, ou the lturi River, 28. 5. 1899. “ Iris bright lemon-yellow.” 

101. Hyphantornis fischeri (Rchw.) 

Fort George, 20. 4. 1&9U. “ Iris dark brown.’’ 

102. Hyphantornis xantliops Iiartl. 

Kitagwetoa and Kinyomozi in Torn, April Jb99. *• Iris pale golden yellow, 

feet pale brown, bill black.” 

M3. Hyphantornis castanops (Shelley). 

Kiclnielm, Kinyomozi and Butiti in Torn, April 1800. “ Iris golden yellow, 

bill black, feet pale brown.” 

104. Hyphantornis abyssinicus (Gm.) 

Typical males , not differing from Abyssinian specimens, were procured at 
Kaliaugi in Tom, and near Fort George on the Albert Edward Lake. One Irom 
Kampala in Uganda has the black slightly more extended towards the nape, and 
was therefore recorded by me as II. bohndorjjl Rchw. in Ansorge’s “ Under the 
African Sun,” p. 343). However, 1 am now of opinion, that those from Uganda and 
Unyoro must be called abyssinicus, while males from Stanley Falls (type or typical 
specimens before me) have the black of the crown extended in the middle for about 
4 to 8 mm. more backwards. They were named bohndorjjl, but are merely a slight 
subspecies of II. abyssinicus. Males Irom Bafwazabangi and other places on the 
lturi River are rather more like typical abyssinicus, but one or two have the black 
intermediate in extension between the two forms. This is, of course, not very easy 
to observe, it* the skins are not iirst-rate; and those before me are not so. 

iud. “ Ploceus anomalus” Rchw. 

This interesting form is described from a single young bird by Reichenow 
in the Jo»rn. f. Orn. 1*8?, p. 214. Three young birds, collected by the late Mr. 
Bonny in the cam]) of the notorious u Rear-column ” at Yambuga, on the Aruwimi 
River, have been examined by Prof. Reichenow and fouud to be the same as 
his Ploceus anomalus. All three are evidently immature, two have no black 
feathers on the throat, while the third, very mutilated oue, has a black throat. 
The first primary is in length between that of a Hyphantornis and a Pyromelana , 
and the tail resembles more that of a Pyromelana. Unfortunately the adult male 
is not yet known. 

10ff. Icteropsis pelzelui (Iiartl.). 

$ . Fort George, 27. 4. 1899. “ Iris brown.” 
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107. Drepanoplectes jacksoni Sharpe. 

A good series of this tine bird, described aud beautifully figured in the /Am, 
l i>91, ]). 240, pi. 5, was obtained at Nairobe on January 31st, 1899. The adult 
males have the “ iris dark brown ; feet mauve-black ; bill light greenish with 
black near gape and along the edges of the lower bill.*’ ? “ Iris dark brown ; 
feet light brown ; lower browuish grey.” 

y/ in*. Penthetria eques (Haiti.). 

Holnln River (tributary of the Scmliki), Congo Free State, 2. o. 1800. S ad. : 
“ Iris dark brown ; feet black ; bill slate-blue.” 



loo. Urobrachya phoenicea (Heugk). 

Banda (Chagwe), in Uganda Proper : Kikauja, in Torn ; llolulu River, in the 
Congo Free State. 

11 o. Pyromelana nigrifrous Bohm. 

Si, Kasesi, iu Torn, and Fort George. “Iris dark brown ; feet pale brown ; 
bill black.” Iu both these specimens the chin shows irregular black spots. 



111. Plocepasser melanorhynchus Riipp. 

S ad. aud nestling, Campi-ya-Simba, 13. 1. 1800. S ad.: “Iris red-brown,” 
nestling, “ Iris dark grey.” Colour and markings of the nestling are exactly as in 
the adult male ! 



112. Philetaerus arnaudi Bp. 

< ’ampi-ya-Simba, IT. 1. 1*99. u Iris red-brown.” 

• 13. Spermestcs stigmatophorus Rchw. 

Tambuc, Government station on ferry across Ituri River, tweuty-secoud day 
in Great African Forest from Fort Beni. 

114. Spermestcs fringilloides (Lafr.y 

From various places on the Ituri River. 

The difference iu size between various individuals is remarkable, but it due^ 
not seem to be geographically limited. Some specimens from Liberia before me 
look much darker on the back, but they have been in spirits, although this is 
not said on the labels. 

115. Lagonostica bruuueiceps Sharpe. 

Hondo, in Ugauda Proper. (See AnsorgeV u Uudci* the African Sun,' 
Appendix, p. 345.) 
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lib. Pytelia ansorgei Hart. 

Une molt' in a wretched condition — the head smashed— was shot on the Womi 
Kiver, in Torn, on April 21st, 1"99. The bill is slate-blue, blackish grey towards 
the tip. The erowu (and apparently the head all round) deep black. Hind-neck, 
breast, abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts slaty or ashy grey ; back rump 
aud tipper tail-coverts golden olive. Quills and upper wing-coverts black with 
broad edges of greenish olive, thus outwardly appearing greenish olive. Sides 
of chest golden olive. Under wing-coverts aud inner quill-lining white. Tail 
black, outer rectrices more slate-colour. ‘‘Iris and feet dark brown.*’ AVing ol, 
tail 4<h metatarsus 12, bill 9 mm. {Bull. B. 0. ('lab, December liSKi). 



I IT. Nigrita canicapilla sparsimguttata Itchw. 

K.ickuehu, in Toni, o. 4. lfcUU. “ Iris ochre-yellow. 

Tliis form, differing from S .'canicapilla canicapilla only by the lesser number 
of spots on the wing, which are restricted to the smaller series of wing-covert >, 
can only be regarded as a geographical race of the hitter. 

11". Symplectes reichenowi Fischer. 

6 ? ad. Xairobe, :>u. 1. 1899. u Iris in both sexes yellow: feet light brown; 
bill black.” 



IK*. Symplectes stuhlmanni licit w. {Urn. Monatshcr. v. 1. p. 2'.* (1 mk»;. 

Kawelli (Buekulla), in Uganda ; Kitagwetoa, in Torn ; Masiudi, in Uuyoro. 
14 Iris in the male ochre, in the female light yellow ; bill slaty black ; feet pale 
brown.” 



12<*. Passer motitensis rufocinctus Fisch. k Rchw. 

6 ?. Xairobe, 27. 1. I SOD. “ Iris straw-yellow : feet dark grey with a slaty 
tinge, bill deep grey, almost black.” 

It is evident that 1\ ruforinctus and xhcllcyi are only geographical forms 
of (lie same group as tuofilenti*. They may be coin pared follows 



". Passer motitensis motitensis \. Smith. 

1849, A. fenntb, lllustr. Zo»l. S. Afr. pi. Ill; 1888, Sharpe, Cut. /»*. Hnt. Mu*, v. XVI. p. 321 

Larger, wing S* mm., bill very thick and high, about 12 mm. long, sides 
of head almost white (8. Africa). 

h. Passer motitensis rufocinctus Fisch. k Rehw. 

1884, Journ. f. Orn. p. 55 ; 1891, Sharpe, Ibis p. 256. 

A little smaller, wing 7" mm., bill equally long, but much less high, sides 
of head grey (Masai land;. 
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r. Passer motiteusis shelleyi Sharpe. 

18'Jl, /his p. 25i> : /*. motitm&is Heugliu and Brdim (nou Smith !). 

Smaller and paler than forms a and b, wing 74 mm. ; bill short and thick, 
about In turn. long ; sides of head white as in / \ mot i tens in motitensts. The 
black patch behind the ear-coverts is present, more or less, in all the three forms, 
but it is more conspicuous and larger in P. m. shelleyi. Kordofan (Melpesz, 
Brelim. coll.) and Lado (Emin coll.). 

121. Seriuus pot i ha ('dthayraj albifrons Sharpe. 

181*1. Ibis pp. 118, 255. 

4 . Nairobe, 3«J. 1. LVJP. “ Iris and feet light brown : bill brownish grey ; 
lower bill greyish white/ 1 This specimen agrees with Dr. Sharpe's description, 
but it has live white feathers on the crown. 



122. Fringillaria tahapisi (A. Smith). 

4 Fort George, on Lake Albert Edward. 29. 4. IsUU. “ Iris dark brown/' 



1 2:7. Passer diffusus gongonensis Oust. 

Xairobe. “ Iris sepia : feet pale brown : bill black/’ 

This is a distinct subspecies of Passer dijfusus, nearest to the form to be called 
l*- diffusus swainsoni. it is best diagnosed as follows : 

Forrnae “ Passer dijfusus swainsoni r nomiiiaudae colore simillimus, sed differ! 
maguitndine iugeute, rostro altiore, alis lougioribus. Altit. rostr, 10 — 11 mm., 
al. 00 — 05 mm. 

Hub. Gongoni, Witu, Lamu, Xairobe, in Africa orientali. In 1^90 Dr. Onstalet 
described this form as the representative of a new genus in the Satarliste , calling 
it Pseudostrut has yonyonensis. He diagnosed the genus and species as follows : 

Pseud ost rath u$) nocum yenus e.r familia Ploceidarnm , rostro crassiore a 
yeneri Plocei passe rum dieersumf 

Pseu.dost ruthus yonyoneusis, uoot species Passed diffuse coloribus simillimus , 
sed rostro multo crassiore <dis<pic lougioribus valde dieersa /* 

A detailed description is then added, which leaves no doubt that this form 
is meant. 

While Onstalet created a new gcuus of the family Ploccidae for this sparrow, 
which, it must be said again, does not agree with Passer dijf'usus, but with 
swainsoni, Berlepsch enumerated it as P . swainsoni in the list of itu and Lamu 
birds in Ab/iandl. Sendee nb. Xat. Ges. vol. XXI. pp. 461, 483, calliug, however, 
attention to the enormous size of these specimens, and British ornithologists have 
not separated it from P. d. swainsoni. Although 1 am decidedly of the opinion 
that this form must be separated from P. d. swainsoni , I cannot consider it to be 
more than a subspecies or geographical race of the latter, and I regard it as most 
unfortnnate that in ornithology the larger size and higher enlmeu ol a bird is ever 
thought to be sufficient for a new genus, while the entire similarity in colours is 
d e 1 i be r at e I y d i s r ega rd e 1 1 . 
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1 am grateful to my friend Dr. Sharpe, who called my attcution to Professor 
Gustalet's description of Pse.utfovtruthus, or 1 would mud likely have given a new 
Mibspecifie name to this large form of African yarrows* 

1 must add that Passer swainsonij differing only in its dark ashy grey sides 
of the head and crown, its rather grey underside and less whitish throat and 
abdomen from dijfusnS) must be united with the diff'usus group, and kept as a 
subspecies of the latter. Fur those who make bold to separate swainsoni and 
difusus specifically, I ’asser gonyonensis will also be a species in their sense, 
being the most distinct of all these forms. 

124. Passer diffusus ugandae Kchw. 

6 Kaboa (Buekulla), Uganda, 6 ? Fort George, Torn, end of April, Kitima, 
Government Nation on the lturi River, twenty-first day from Fort Deni, in Great 
African Forest, 2.5. .5. 1 ^ Of * , 6 Bafwazabangi, on the lturi River, 2o. 5. 18W. All 
these s])ccimens seem to belong to exactly the same form, and, if separable from 
typical 1 A diff'usus. must be called 1\ diffusus uyandae Reliw. This form lias 
been separated by Professor Reichenow in Urn. J Jonatsber., v. \ II p. 1PU (December 
1 sO ft), on account of its red-brown back which approaches the colouration of the 
rump, and its very long wings ; measurements of the latter are not given. The 
length of the wing 1 cannot fully appreciate. The wings of sixteen skins from 
Uganda, Unyoro, Torn, and the Upper Congo region have the wings 7b to S3 
in length ; six from Natal about SO to 82 : one from Nyassaland 80 mm. The 
more reddish brown back, however, of the Central African birds is distinctly visible, 
if com] »ared with the (typical) South African birds. 

On the same page Professor Reichenow names the specimens from Maugu in 
the Togo Hinterland Passer dijfusus thierryi , in honour of the energetic collector, 
Lieutenant Thierry. He informs us that they are strikingly pale on the upperside. 
This 1 find to be the case in some Senegambian skins in the Tring Museum, and 
they seem also to be smaller, the wings measuring only TP to Nl mm. The fauna 
of Scnegambin agreeing with the Mangu fauna, the Senegambian (and Mangu) form 
must, I think, bear the name J'asser diffusa* ynlaris Lesson, 1S3P. It remains 
to be found out whether there is again a darker-coloured race in the forest region 
of West Africa. 1 have before me. in the Tring Museum, a male brought to 
England by a palm-oil ship from the West < oast, and one collected by Ussher in 
Fautee. Both have the wings long (b3 and S4 mm.), and the former appears very 
deej) red on the back. Perhaps the sparrow collected by me at Loko on the Benue, 
and a series of Niger skins, can throw a light on this question. If they are 
diilerent they would have to bear the name occidentalis of Shelley, under which 
1 recorded them in the Journ.f. Orn. for lbbb p. ob4. 

We would then have in Africa the following forms of sparrows of this 
group : — 

L Passer dijf'usus dijf'usus: fcjouth Africa. Back rather ashy brown, in sharp 
contrast to the rump. Generally large. 

2. P, diff uses uyandae: Central Africa (Uganda to Congo). Back rufous, not 
in such a sharp contrast to the rum]) (? smaller than No, 1). 

3. P. diffusus occidentalis : West African forest region. Dee}) rufous brown 
above. Wings rather long. This form is possibly not separable from P. d. 
ugandae, which then would have to be called occidental**. 



4. P. tiffin am t/ularis : Senogambian region to Niger, as lar as the Lt Steppen- 
gebiet ” reaches, and Lado (Emin). Paler above, wing rather short. (Synonym 
P. (L thierryi.) 

5. P. d iff ksus swainsoni : North-East Africa. Darker grey on the underside ; 
throat and abdomen less whitish. I father large. 

0. P. d iff it sits gongonensis : Gongoni, Witn, Damn, Xairobe, in East Africa. 
Like P. d. swainsoni, but with enormous bill and long wings. 

129. Authus pyrrhonotus (Vicill.). 

? ad. Fort George, Torn, 28. 4. 1899. (Of. Cat. B. Brit. 3fus. X. p. 999.) 

120. Anthus rufulus cinnamomeus Rupp. 

Nairobe and Fort George, common. 

1 have named this bird as above, since I am not fully convinced that the Indian 
and African forms are quite the same. The latter seems to be more brownish above 
and the legs lighter (yellowish brown according to I)r. Ansorge's labels). 1 am 
convinced that Vieillot's name rufulus refers to the Indian form of this pipit, and 
that the name rufulus therefore cannot stand for the Certhilauda , to which it is 
likewise applied in the Cat. B. Brit. Mas. This latter will have to he called 
Certhilauda albofasrinta Lafr. (Of. Cat. B. X. p. .974 and XII L p. 519.) 

127. Motacilla flava L. 

6 ad. Luba's (Osoga), Uganda Protectorate, 9. 3. ]*99, ? Fort Gorrv, l«i. 4. 

18119. 

12 s . Mirafra africana (A. Smith). 

This lark must be divided into four geographical representative forms, according 
to the present state of my knowledge. 

ft. Mirafra africana africana (A. Smith). 

South Africa, evidently south of the great mountain range. Wing in males 
90—li)2, females 94 mm. Colouration as described in detail by Sharpe in Cat. B. 
Brit. J fus. XIII. p. 008. 

Ik Mirafra africana transvaalensis subsp. now 

Transvaal. Wing in males 90 — 98, females 87 mm. Bill and feet smaller, 
colouration more rufous, the rnfous colour on the crown not confined to the nape, 
but reaching almost to the forehead. (Cf. Cut. B. Brit. 3 fus. XI fl. p. Odn note. 
(Typo from Rnstcnbnrgj. 

Mirafra africana tropicalis subsp. now 

Tropical East Africa to Lake districts mid Uganda. Si /.e of M. a . africana, 
but the markings holder, the black centres to the feathers larger and more defined, 
generally more rnfous brown and less ashy. 

I am unacquainted with specimens from the West Coast, where J f. afriraua L 
said to occur from Cuncne River to Gaboon, 
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//. Mirafra africana athi sub&p. nov. 

At hi Plain, British East Africa, '24. and 'S\ i. 1S ( .*‘.*. This magniiicent form is 
much more distinct than forms b and c , and most ornithologists would probably 
call it a “ good species.” It differs at a glance from the other forms by its much 
paler and more greyish general appearance. The wing-coverts are not rufous, but 
greyish-brown with black ante-apieal patches. The feathers of the nppcrside are 
black with wide whitish-brown borders, the head much lighter than in the allied 
forms, the nape not conspicuously rufous, the superciliary stripe almost white and 
very conspicuous, the throat white, the size perhaps a little smaller ; wing in one 
male 10], in the females 05 — 06 mm. Under wing-coverts and wing-lining much 
paler than in the other forms, the under tail-coverts very pale isabelline, nearly 
white. “ Iris orange golden, feet flesh-colour, upper bill dark grey, lower yellowish 
grey.*’ 

A young bird, Xairobe, 61. 1 . 1800 , evidently belongs to this same form. It is 
much more blackish, t lie crown of the head almost black, the feathers of the upper- 
side and wing-coverts are blackish brown with sharply limited whitish edges. The 
spots on the cro]>-region are larger than in the adult bird, t he rectriees, as usual in* 
young larks, are narrower and somewhat pointed. -‘The iris was brown, feet light 
brown." 



1-9. Mirafra fischeri (Rchw.) 

d ad. Kitagwetoa in Torn, 6. 4. Iris dark brown, feet pale brown, 

upper bill dark, lower pale grey.” Specimens of this lark are in the Tring Mnsenm 
now from Ussambiro, Fadjuli (Emin Pasha coll.), Dar-es-Salaam (collector un- 
known), Mombasa (Kretschmer coll.), and Samburn, four days from Mombasa 
(Ansorge coll.). 

130. Mirafra rufocinnamomea (Salvad.) (an torrida?) 

6 ad. Campi-ya-Simba, 11. 1. 1891*. “ Iris sepia, feet light brown. Upper bill 

dark grey, lower light grey." 

Sharpe has identified Shelley's Mirafra torrida from Ugogo with Salvadori's 
M. rafocinnamomea from Abyssinia, and Professor Tteiehenow has kindly named the 
specimen in question as M. raforianamomca , thus evidently agreeing with I)r. Sharpe. 
It is, of course, quite possible that both forms cannot be separated, but a scries from 
t he various places should be compared. As it is, the rufous form before me is 
apparently only a rufous subspecies of .1/. fischeri, from which it differs only in the 
very much more rufous colouration everywhere. In the description of' the type by 
Ilenglin I do not see the cross-markings mentioned which are so characteristic to 
tiie npperside of M. fischeri fischeri and its rufous subspecies. The latter is probably 
the desert form. (Of. P. Z. X. lss‘2 pi. XVII. (very bad figure), Cat. !>. Hr it. Mas. 
XIII. p. COii.) 

131. Mirafra intercedens Rchw. 

Shot at Campi-ya-Simba on the same day as the preceding species, and was 
therefore on the label marked as the female of the latter. This, however, is erro- 
neous, the two species being perfectly distinct. Colour of iris sepia, feet and bill as 
in the preceding species. 
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I 32. Tephrocorys cinerea (Gm.). 

1 am not a little puzzled by two males of a lark shot in the Athi Plain, British 
East Africa, on January 25th, 1800, and which, as far as I can see, do not differ 
from South African T. cinerea , of which. I have a good series to compare. It may 
be that the patch on the sides of the neck is rather dark. The wings measure 03 
and 04 mm. 

This species consists, in my opinion, of a number of races, or geographical 
representatives.* 

a. Tephrocorys cinerea cinerea (Gm.). 

South Africa. (Two from Athi Plain apparently not separable ! ?) Outer web 
of two outer reef rices margined with white. Nape not sharply streaker] with black. 

b. Tephrocorys cinerea spleniata (Strickl. 

N. Ihimaraland to Bengncla. Like a, but paler. 



r. Tephrocorys cinerea anderssoni (Tristr.) 

Pamaraland. Like e, but more rufous on the sides, outer web of outermost 
reetrix fulve^cent, that of second not different from the rest. 



d Tephrocorys cinerea ruficeps (Rupp.) 

N.E. Africa. Spots on sides of neck blackish, sides and tail as in c ; nape 
sharply streaked with blaek. 



133. Pycnonotus nigricans minor Hengl. 

Kimlmgn, Kinyomo/j, Great African Forest, nineteenth day from Fort Beni, 
23. 5. 1800, and Bafwazabangi, on the Ituri River, 28. 5. 1800. 

134. Andropadus gracilis Cab. 

? Kitima, Government station on the Ituri Fiver, twenty-first day's march 
from Fort Beni. In the ('at, !>. Brit. Jfas. v. VI. p. 115 this species is plaeed 
in Chloroeiehht in Shelley’s list of African birds under Criniyer. I fail to see 
generic differences from Atufrojntthts, and I doubt the generic distinctness of several 
of these genera. “ Iris red.’’ 

1 35. Andropadus eugenius Rehw. (?;. 

One mate, shot in Great African Forest on the fifth day's march from Fort 
Beni, agrees with a specimen from Eldoma Ravine (?), except that the middle of 
the abdomen is light yellow, the sides of the throat still more brilliant yellow, the 
wing a little shorter (s3 mm.). The specimen lias not the appearance of a young 
bird, but Dr. An surge lias marked it r “ 6 young. Iris dark grey ; feet yellowish- 
brown ; bill dark greenish-brown.” More specimens are necessary to decide 
whether this bird is exactly the same as .1. emjenias or not. 

* Of. Cat. fi. Brit. Mu*. XIII. p. 501 (Sharpe). 
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1:50. Andropadns virens (Cass., 

Great African Forest, fifth clay’s march from Fort Beui, 0. 5. 1&U0. 
d. Great African Forest, Kitima, Government station on the Itnri River. “ Iris 
dark grey.” 

1 37. Criniger flavigula (Cab.) 

d ?. Kichnehn in Torn, f>. 4. 1890. <J. “ Iris old gold, feet greenish brown, 

bill black.” ?.“Iris brown-ochre on inner circle, grey-brown on outer. Feet 
greenish-grey ; bill blackish.” The ? is much smaller than the male. 

133. Criniger tricolor (Cass.) 

S. Great African Forest, eleventh day’s march from Fort Beni, If). 5. 1890. 
“ Iris ochre-grey.” 



131). Xenocichla hypoxantha Sharpe, 
j ad. Fort Gerry, Torn, 9. 4. 1300. 



14o. Pkyllostreplius flaviventris mombasae Shell. 

<3 ad. Makindos River, 4. 11. 130G, agrees fully with typical mombasae* except 
that the wing is slightly longer, measuring 113 mm. 

141. Tnrdinus albipectus Rehw. 

i ?. Fourth and eighth day in Great African Forest, May Sth and 12th, 1600. 
u Iris 6 red-brown, ¥ greyish-ochre; feet bluish-grey; upper hill slate-colour, 
lower pale bluish-grey.” 6 wing 74 mm., ? wing Gs mm. 

142. Bradypterus apicalis (Cab.) 

d d. Kaboa in Uganda, Kikanja in Torn. “Iris pale ochre.” 

143. Cisticola rufopileata Rehw. 

d. AVarri, Lower Niger, 11. 10. 1807. “Iris light brown ; feet whitish : hill 
black” (Felix Roth. coll.). This is the bird emmeonsly called C. ntjicapilla in 
Cat. J3, VII. p. 248. If, however, the rnfons outer aspect of the quills is the only 
difference between C. tin era see ns and C. rufopileata , and their areas are not. 
separate, 1 cannot help doubting their specific distinctness. 



144. Cisticola chubbi Sharpe. 

d. Kitagwetoa in Torn, G. 4. 1800. “ Iris pale ochre ; feet flesh-colour.” 



145. Cisticola cinerascens Heugl. 

Karimia, 1. o. 1800. “Iris gold-brown; feet pale brown ; upper bill dark 
blackish-grev, lower light grey, darker towards the enttiug-edge ” 
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14G. Cisticola strangei (Fras.) 

S ad. Galabi in Uganda, Kasesi in Torn, March and April 1899. “ Iris ochre.” 

147. Cisticola erythrogenys Rupp. 

Nairobe, January 1899. “ Iris reddish brown.” 

148. Cisticola hindei Sharpe. 

A series from Nairobe, shot in the last days of January and the first days of 
February 1899, are much lighter and paler, and the rump and upper tail-coverts 
are more heavily patched with black, than in C. cisticola. They agree fully with 
the types of C. hindei. This form is evidently a light form of C. cisticola . The 
plate of C. hindei in the Ibis for 1S9S does not give an idea of its pale colouration. 

149. Erythropygia hartlaubi Rchw. 

Fort Gerry and Nakabimba in Torn, April 1S99. “ Iris dark brown; feet slate- 

grey” The nestling is above deep brown, spotted with pale rnfons brown, each 
feather being pale rnfons brown, widely edged with blackish brown. 

150. Euprinodes (? an potius Apalisj fiavocincta Sharpe. 

¥ ad. Nairobe, 5. 2. 1899. 

151. Camaroptera griseoviridis (v. Mull.) 

c? ad. River Lnbilia (one day’s march westward from Lake Albert Edward), 
Ussongora 30. 4. 1899. “ Iris of the colour of old gold; feet 'yellowish-brown ; bill 

dark grey.” 

152. Crateropus kirki Sharpe. 

d 6 ad. Karimia (Ussongora), 1.5. 1899. “ Iris orange-yellow, shading into 

lemon-yellow towards inner edge ; feet steel-grey ; bill black.” 

153. Crateropus sharpei Rchw. 

¥ ad. Kitagwetoa in Toru, G. 4. 1899. “Iris : inner circle whitish-yellow, 
shading into whitish-grey towards the outer circle ; feet dark grey with a faint 
purple tinge ; bill black.” 



154. Zosterops stuhlmanni Rchw. 

¥ ¥. Kikanja in Toru, 3. 4. 1899. “Iris pale ochre.” These two specimens 
have been compared by Professor Reichenow with the type of the species. 

155. Nectarinia kilimensis Shelley. 

Kampala in Uganda ; Bntiti, Lubona, and Kahangi in Toru, March and 
April 1899. “Iris dark brown; bill and feet black.” X. Jiliola Haiti, is the 
same. The supposed more reddish sheen of one of these supposed forms is quite 
variable. Specimens of A. kilimensis in the British Museum and some named 
for me by Reichenow, do not differ from the typical series of X. Jiliola collected 
by Emin Pasha. 
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15G. Cinuyris erytkroceria (Ilarll.). 

Fort George and Fort Gerry, in Torn. { * Iris dark brown/' Adult mules with 
central rectriees fully 20 mm. longer. 

157. Cinuyris cuprea (Shaw). 

Kawelli and Mubende in Bueknlla : Galabi in Singu, Uganda. h is dark 
brown/' 

158. Cinnyris verticalis viridisplendens Kchw. 

Kaboa (Bnekulla), 1. 4. 1^00, Fort Gerry, Torn. 0. 4. The female has 

the wing 7 mm. shorter than the adult male. 



1 50. Cinuyris eboensis (dard.). 

1343, Xrctarinin eboensis, Jardine, in Xatnralists Library, v. xvi. Sunbird** p. -44 ; ibidem pi, 30 
and p. 25 f. under the name of X. adelberti : IrtsO, Cinnyris rastaneinntris, Madams/. in Denis 
v. V. p. 140, pi. 

The male differs from (\ adelberti as follows: The wing-coverts are uniform 
deep olive-brown, not rufous fawn-colour ; the abdomen is chocolate-brown or very 
nearly “ burnt umber," not chestnut. The hindneck and l)aek are not so black ; the 
throat is paler ; the crown is of a slightly more bluish, not so yellowish green. 

The type of Nectarinia eboensis is still in the British Museum, when 1 it was 
apparently not noticed by the author of vol. IX. of the Cat. B. Brit. Mas. This 
is the sole representative of the species in the British Museum. A friend of 
mine snggested (in litt.) that both C. adelbrrti and C. eboensis might have been 
found by Shelley on the Gold Coast, as that ornithologist mentions specimens 
with light and dark wings; but I have examined these specimens and found 
them all to he typical C. adelberti in more or less faded and worn plumage. We 
have thns two species of snbspecies : <\ adelberti from the Gambia to the Gold 
Coast, C. eboensis from the Niger to the Congo. I have examined forty specimens of 
C. adelberti and seven of C. eboensis* sent by Dr. Felix Both from Warn in the 
Niger Coast Protectorate, while Prof, Keiehenow tells me that he has it from the 
Congo. It is strange that Dr. von Madarasz redescribed C, eboensis , without even 
referring to the name eboensis. 

100. Cinnyris acik aeqnatorialis Keliw. 

According to the measurements given by Keiehenow (in Onu Monber. I SOU 
p. 171) the specimens from lvitagwetoa (Torn), Butiti (Torn), Fort George (Torn), 
Kahangi (Torn), and those recorded from Masindi, in Unyoro, in Ansorge’s Under 
the African Sun p. 351, would all belong to the subspecies which he describes 
as a species (!) from Bnkoba and the Sesse Islands. This form cannot be con- 
sidered to be more than a subspecies, the differences in the size of the wings, 
tail ami hill not amounting to more than 3 or 4 mm., and other differences not 
being apparent, and the two forms replacing each other. 

On the same page (171) Prof. Keiehenow also separates the southern (larger) 

* It curious that thus work, which should be correctly a* above, is {<crsL>trnlly *iuote 1 as 

Moiiograph of Snnbitd*, u title which does not exist. 
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and the northern (smaller — East African) forms of C. gutturalis, calling that 
from East Africa <\ gutturalis , that from Damaraland C. gutturalis damarensis. 
The difference in the size of these two forms is apparently larger than that of 
U. acih aciJf and C. a. aeyuatorialis , the wing being 75 — 58 in the southern, 
i I — i'2 in the northern form. Prof. Reichenow’s name damarensis, however, 
cannot be used, as I have already (Ansorge's Under the A fr. Sun. p. 351) named the 
East African small form C. gutturalis inaestimata , restricting the name gutturalis 
to the large southern form. As Linnaens did not give the exact locality, his species 
being taken from BrissonVCV/wy;m?rt?/ noirastrc de JJresil , and this name being 
afterwards used for southern birds, I, as the first author, who discussed the forms, 
had the right to restrict the first name gutturalis to any one of them, and it seemed 
to me move natural to apply it to the southern larger form. 

A third closely allied form is C. gutt. sufuratior Rchw. from Angola. 

101. Cinnyris chloropygia orphogaster Rchw. 

d ad. Mohalla and Ivitima, Great African Forest, on the lturi River, 12th 
and 21st day from Fort Beni. 

In no. 12 of vol. VII (1809) On?. Mo?? her. Prof. Reiehcnow has published the 
results of a careful study of the forms of Cinnyris chloroypgin auct., as far as 
material was available to him. Mr. Rothschild and I have gone over the series in 
the Tring Museum, and we found that it fully bears out the conclusions arrived at 
by Prof. Reielienow. We have the following specimens of the three forms 
recognized by Prof. Reich enow. 

a. Cinnyris chloropygia chloropygia Jard. 

Liberia (Roberts port), Demery coll., 3 cf, 3 ? ; Warri in the Niger Coast 
Protectorate, Felix Rotli coll., 5 3 ? ; Sierra Leone (Clements and Hogg coll.), 

3 d . Reichenow says : Gold Coast, Niger. 



h. Cinnyris chloropygia orphogaster Rcliw. 

Djauda and Uvamba (Emin Pasha coll.), 2 d ; Itnri River (Ansorge coll.), 2 d . 
Reichenow says : Mittel-Africa (Bnkoba, Sowell L, Sesse Is., Sotik). (The Kitinm 
specimen seems to approach C. c. luhderi a little.) 

c. Cinnyris chloropygia luhderi Rchw. 

Leopoldville and Stanley Falls, Congo (Bolmdorff coll.); Arnwimi River (Camp 
of Rear-Col mu n), Bonny coll. Reichenow says : Kamerun, Gabun, Loango. 

The differences stated by Reichenow are easily recognizable, especially the 
typical form with its very short wing and pale abdomen is very distinct. There 
is, however, a mistake in Reiehenow’s “ key,” the measurements of the two groups 
under no. 2 being given as over 50 and under 50 mm., while it should clearly 
be — as evident from the measurements given under no. 3 — over and under 56 or 
00 mm. 

102. Parus uiger Bonn. & Vieill. 

Karimia, L 5. 1800. “Iris dark brown.” 
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103. Cossypha heuglini Ilartl. 

6 ad. Kitagwetoa in Torn, 0. 4. 1800. “ Iris chocolate-brown. Feet purplish 

brown. Bill black.*’ This specimen has a white frontal band of 3 to 4 mm. I have 
not found this in any specimen in Tring and London. 



104. Cossypha subrufescens Boc. 

Xairobe, 7>. 2. 1800. “ Iris dark brown, feet and bill black.” I follow Sharpe, 
Reichenow, and Shelley in identifying the East African birds with C. subrufescens 
of Bocage, but I have not been able to compare specimens. 

105. Myrmecocichla nigra (Vieill.) 

5 ad. Kichnchu in Torn, 5. 4. 1890. “Iris dark brown.” The birds without 
white on throat and crown — black all over with only a large white should er-pateh — 
must be called by Vieillot’s name nigra , based on LevaillanPs Traqnet Gom- 
mandenr. M. arnotti is a totally different species. 

Professor Reichenow considers the totally blackish birds without white shonlder- 
patch also to be i\f. nigra. We have got some from Uganda and Karimia. If they 
really are M. nigra , then it is curious that they are all brownish, not pure blaek, 
while those with the white shoulders are all deep glossy black. The latter are in 
fresh plumage, while the brown ones — although shot iu the same month — are worn, 
hut it is strange that this state of plnmage is the same in all of them, and that in 
our good series there are no transitional examples. 

1 GO. Myrmecocichla cryptoleuca Sharpe. 

6 6 Xairobe, 1. 2. 1899. li Iris brown.” 

107. Myrmecocichla subrufipennis Rchw. 

6 ad. Kinyomozi in Torn, 4. 4. 1*99. “ Iris brown. Bill and feet black.” 

108. Saxicola pleschanka (Lepech.) 

Nairobe, 27, 29, 30. 1. 1S99. 

109. Saxicola isabellina Cretzschm. 

Nairobe, 29. 1. 1899. Campi-ya-Simba, 11. 1. 1899. 



170. Pratincola rubetra (L.) 

Uganda Proper, March 1899. 

171. Pratincola axillaris Shelley. 

From Kiwalogoma (Cliagwe), Lake Yarangot in Torn, and Fort Gerry in Torn, 
we have received specimens which fully agree with the typical series of Pratincola 
anmae Ilartlaub, but Professor Reichenow unites P. axillaris aud P. emmae . 
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172. Turdus pelios saturatus (Cab.) 

Saint Emma (Bnsiro) in Uganda, 23. 3. 1809; Kabangi and Bntiti in Torn, 
7 and S. 4. 1899 ; Fort George on Lake Albert Edward, 29. 4. 1899. 

I believe that these four Thrushes are saturatus , and that also the specimens 
from Unyoro which I recorded as Turdus bocagci in the Appendix to Ansorge's 
u Under the African Sun/’ p. 3.34, belong to saturatus. They seem to differ 
very little from typical T. pelios from North-East Africa, but the wings are 
said to be shorter, and it seems that the rust-colour on the sides is less extended, 
while the chest and npperside are equally dark or darker. If this form is separable 
it can only stand as a subspecies. We have thus : — 

1. Turdus pelios pelios . Large, with much rnst-colonr on the sides, brownish 
chest ; N.E. Africa. 

2. T. pelios saturatus (Cab.) A little smaller, the rust-colour less extended, 
at least as dark or darker above and on the chest ; W. African forest-region to 
Uganda. 

3. T. pelios chiguancoides Seeb. Without or with very little rust-colour on 
the sides, chest paler. Senegambin, probably to Niger district, but birds from there 
are perhaps slightly intermediate. 

4. T. pelios bocagei (Cab.). A little larger than 2 and 3, as large as 1, chest 
more or less rufons. Angola (cf. Cab. d. f. 0. 1882 p. 320, Sharpe in Seebohm’s 
Monagr. Turdidae , part VIL). 

A series of Thrushes of this group in the Tring Museum from Grand Cape 
Monnt, Liberia, labelled by Dr. Buttikofcr, differ remarkably in their deep coloura- 
tion and a very different rufons rust-colour under the wings. No one would hesitate 
to separate this form (which by the extent of rnst-colonr is clearly chiguancoides), 
on account of its singular colouration as a new subspecies, if it was not for the fact 
that they have been in spirits and are skinned in Leyden. No remark to this effect, 
however, is on the labels ! Unfortunately many hundreds of such skins which have 
been in spirits have been sold to various Museums in Europe, where they were 
accepted in good faith, without an idea that they had been in alcohol. The greatest 
caution must therefore be used with regard to all Liberian skins in judging their 
colour, and it is to be feared that Xcnociehla harterti Reiehenow (Nov. Zool. 1895, 
p. 00) is the first and probably not the last mistake which resulted from such 
specimens. It is well that every ornithologist should be aware of the history of 
these Liberian skins. 



